
Amendments Approved by the Ad Board April 11, 2019 
to 

Safe Sanctuaries Policy (as approved on Oct. 6, 2016) 
Glossbrenner United Methodist Church 

 
 

Background 
On October 6, 2016, the GUMC Administrative Board approved a Safe Sanctuaries Policy, based heavily on the 
Eastern PA Conference Safe Sanctuaries Policy (EPA Policy) that had been in place for the previous few years. 
However, a new streamlined EPA Policy was approved by an adjourned session of the annual conference on 
Oct. 1, 2016, with the understanding that each local church needed to adopt and adapt provisions according to 
the local church needs. To avoid further delay in establishing a working policy at GUMC, the Administrative 
Board approved the detailed longer policy developed by the GUMC Safe Sanctuaries Committee with the 
agreement that the GUMC Policy would be revised to align with the EPA Policy in the near future. 
 
In January 2017 and 2018, GUMC offered Safe Sanctuaries training to those working with children. During this 
time, the Safe Sanctuaries Committee developed a set of Implementation Procedures as a companion guide to 
the GUMC Policy. The Implementation Procedures were approved August 16, 2018, and the 2019 annual 
training review included both the GUMC Policy and Implementation Procedures. 
 
At its April 2019 meeting, the Ad Board approved the following amendments proposed by the GUMC Safe 
Sanctuaries Committee.  One amendment to the policy statement and one amendment to the Implementation 
Procedures. 
 
 
Current GUMC policy statement (p. 6, in Supervision section) as amended with strike-through: 
 
“All other programs and ministries of the church shall use the following standards for the supervision of 
children. 
1) The two adult rule – Regardless of the size group, there will always be at least two non-related adults 
present.” 
 
Current Implementation Procedures statement (p. 3, in Additional Protection for Children/Youth section) as 
amended with strike-through: 
 
“1. Supervision 

a) An alternative to the 2-adult rule may be, in unavoidable cases, to use a ‘roamer.’ The roamer shall 
be an approved adult worker. The roamer accepts responsibility to check on assigned ministries 
and activities, providing as-needed support to ensure Safe Sanctuaries. 

b) Two related adults should be informed that by serving together they accept a potential legal risk 
should either be accused of abuse or neglect, because they might not be permitted to testify on 
each other’s behalf. For this reason, when possible, if two related adults serve together, we will 
also have an adult roamer.” 

 
 


